
Presidents Report October 2019 

Good Morning Everyone. 

Well our 2019 Tourist Season has almost come to an end with what looks like another terrific 

season on PEI. 

All routes into our province showed strong numbers …. from the Airport to Bridge, Ferry and of 

course the Cruise Ships. 

We will have specific numbers later in the day from the Province. 

With people continuing to flow into our province year after year it makes me question… what is 

it that draws people to our very small piece of this very large Planet. 

Like everything on PEI … “Per Capita” is the buzz word … Population to amount of visitors … 

As they say in the fight world pound for pound we are strong and do well on the world stage in 

the attracting of tourists. 

Historically speaking people have come to the Island for Anne of Green Gables, beaches, the 

scenery, a quiet place to relax. 

However, in more recent times our product has become much more diversified. 

Let me go back to a theme I mentioned at our semiannual meeting.  

It was in regard to Sport Tourism … and at that time I put a challenge out to government to 

pursue this area of the industry…  

Having kids in sport, I know first-hand, that money is spent and lots of it!!! And these dollars are 

most often spent outside our traditional Tourist Season. 

So, just after my comments, we had short break and I was chatting with Chris Jones. 

Chris proceeds to tell me that the department is in the process of hiring a Sport Tourism 

Manager…!! 

 So you can imagine my surprise and delight!!  

Quickest government action ever…!!! Lol 

 I came away from that feeling encouraged that government was on the same page and being 

proactive. 

Now to grab a theme for this presentation…. an area that I have found extremely interesting 

and would not have believed, even a few short years ago, is that people come to the Island 

because of the FOOD… to come and experience our Culinary Delights. 

To give an example… I would like to share a personal experience.  



At the end of September my wife and I were fortunate enough to attend the Fall Flavors event 

held on the wharf in North Rustico. 

For those who are not familiar with this event, a large tent is set up on the wharf and local 

vendors show case a specific product from their establishment and its all you can eat. 

Michael Smith was the MC/Host and Eddy Quinn/Fiddlers Son provided the musical 

entertainment. 

It was a sold-out event and it goes without saying a terrific evening. 

However, what also came with this evening was a very big AH HA moment…  

Michael Smith asked how many people are “Here from Away”? 

When the hands went up locals were in the minority. I would estimate 70% were from away… 

And not only were they from away… basically all over the world. To say it was a learning 

moment would be an understatement. 

I then took the opportunity to talk to a few folks and there was not one negative comment. 

And the fact this was at the end of September … well you can fill in the blanks from there. 

We are clearly diversifying and expanding our portfolio and its working!  

 When we are diversified and expanding this provides long term growth and prosperity to the 

Tourism Industry. 

So, now is not the time to sit back and consider the work is done. 

Our industry has the same challenges as others… attracting buyers is the name of the game. 

Not only do we need to keep marketing, we need to expand. Many businesses look at 

marketing as an expense. 

I would challenge both government and industry to look at marketing as an investment. 

Advertising/Marketing budgets are easy to cut and show immediate results in the short term. 

But what happens over the long term is we see this slow bleeding off of business. 

So, let’s keep our foot firmly planted on the “Marketing Gas Pedal” 

I always like to repeat this, but Tourism money is the new money… Its money added to our 

economy…. 

Let’s have Tourism pay for our health care … 

Let’s have Tourism pay for our new schools…. 



And from what I have seen they are happy to pay the bills…!!! 

To wrap things up, I would like to thank my fellow Board Members for all their involvement and 

continued support. 

And of course, Kevin and staff for all their hard work and dedication to the industry. 

Thanks for listening and enjoy the rest of the day. 

Submitted by: 

Kirk Nicholson, TIAPEI President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


